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The Clubhouse @ Bright Horizons

Guidelines for Positive Discipline

At The Clubhouse @ Bright Horizons, we believe that respect for and positive reinforcement of a camper's individual efforts and unique traits are the best ways to elicit appropriate behavior. That belief and basic respect for children is reflected in our discipline policies and procedures, which are intended to help our campers learn self-discipline as they build self-esteem.  It is our understanding that discipline encompasses all those actions taken by teachers to enhance the probability that children will develop effective behaviors that are personally self-fulfilling, productive, and socially acceptable. When inappropriate behavior cannot be handled in this manner, conversation, mediation, and, as a last resort, cool-down time and communication with parents will be used.

All staff shares in the responsibility for effectively directing camper behavior.  The first step in discipline is to establish the rules and to commend the group and individuals on positive behavior.  Group expectations will be set for transitions, activities, and field trips. If an individual camper is having difficulty, our counselors will determine what the need is and how to meet it. A reflective conversation after the incident is a good preventive tool for repeated behaviors. Some minor misbehaviors can be redirected with eye contact, calling camper's names out, standing next to a camper, having the camper sit next to a counselor, or ignoring minor things.

For minor misbehavior, such as name-calling or unintentionally failing to stay with the camp group, a warning will be given for the first inappropriate behavior. Individual and/or group discussion will follow as a “teachable moment” of why we have the rule. All efforts will be made to respond to inappropriate behaviors as “teachable moments” in which the individual can learn alternative means of expression or behavior.

For subsequent rule infractions after a warning and as necessary, campers will be asked to leave the activity and participate in another.  If the behavior re-occurs, the camper will be asked to take a cool-down time in a quiet activity alone.  This time may be used as an opportunity to speak privately with the camper, or remove them from a charged situation. Parent notification and discussion will follow. Suspension from camp participation will be considered only after all other possibilities of changing the behavior have been facilitated.

Counselors are obligated to write an incident report and involve/inform Camp Directors in all cases of moderate to severe inappropriate behavior.

Counselors will evaluate misbehavior as severe when behavior: 1) exhibits a willful disregard of rule, 2) threatens the safety or well-being of others, 3) is oppositional (defiant) to authority, and/or 4) is a succession of rule violations. No warnings will be given for severe misbehavior and the camper will be removed from the group. At all times, our counselors will ensure the safety and well-being of all campers and will attempt to instruct the camper on the reason for the rule and offer alternative ways of dealing with the situation that led to the inappropriate behavior. Parent notification and discussion will follow.

I have read and understand The Clubhouse @ Bright Horizons Guidelines for Positive Discipline Policy.

__________________________________                 _______________________

Child’s Name





         Date Enrolled

__________________________________                  _______________________

Parent or Legal Guardian Signature



      Date

__________________________________                 _______________________

Child’s Signature





                 Date 

