Toddler Curriculum

The first few years of a child’s life are crucial to the development of personality and intellect.  This is a period during which learning takes place at an accelerated speed.  At Bright Horizons at Teradyne, we provide the sense of security and loving care that toddlers need to thrive during this stage of intense development.  

Since toddlers are focused on achieving independence, the teachers provide responsive, individual attention as each child deals with positive experiences as well as frustration.  Our curriculum takes advantage of the rapid growth of gross and fine motor skills.  The Toddler Program focuses on five key developmental areas:

· Sensory and perceptual development

· Self-help skills

· Language skills

· Physical and Motor skills

· Social and Emotional Growth

Current research confirms the importance of learning in the first three years of life.  How and what children learn affects them throughout their lifetime.  In the Toddler Program, our goal is for them to learn, among many other things:

· That they are loved, respected and safe

· That everyone has needs, wants and feelings

· That they can communicate their needs and wants and trust that they will receive positive responses

· That they are competent learners

· That they respect one another

· To concentrate and focus on their exploration, activities and interests

· To care for their own physical needs (i.e undressing, dressing, toileting, washing their hands, wiping their nose, eating skills)

· To develop verbal language (sign language too!)

· That everything has a name (and sign)

· To develop physical coordination

· To learn how things work

· To behave in culturally appropriate ways

· To identify the special kind of person they are becoming

· Realizing their separateness as an individual
A formal focus on academics should not and does not begin before the child is three.  The Toddler Program does offer children the first exposure to those areas that the child will use as a basis for the future.
