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Dear Bright Horizons Families,

| am very pleased to introduce you to the Family Guide to Teaching Strategies GOLD™ Online Assessment.
Teaching Strategies GOLD™ is an integral component of Bright Learner, Bright Horizons’ approach to planning for,
tracking and communicating your child’s developmental journey with us. This guide will help you better
understand how we use assessment to inform planning for children as well as offer very specific instruction
regarding how to use Teaching Strategies GOLD™ online as a parent.

As you view this guide, please note that there are a few variations in how we implement GOLD™ at Bright
Horizons. We have adapted the planning forms within GOLD™ to reflect our curriculum, The World at Their
Fingertips and the World planning cycle. Therefore the planning forms you will see in this guide will vary slightly
from the ones you will see at your center or online through GOLD™. The form below is the kind you will have
access to on GOLD™ as a Bright Horizons parent:
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Our partnership with you in documenting your child’s developmental journey is very important to us. We hope
you will find this Family Guide to be helpful in further understanding our approach to child assessment and
GOLD™, the state of the art online tool we use to do that.

Sincerely,
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Linda C. Whitehead, Ph.D.
Vice President, Education and Development
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Introduction

Families often wonder:

» What are the most important skills my child needs to have to be
ready for school?

« How do the teachers find out what my child knows and can do?

» How will the teachers ensure that my child is developing and
learning as expected?

« How can | find out about my child’s progress?

» What can | do at home to help my child gain the skills and
knowledge to be ready to succeed in school and in life?

In our program, we use a system of ongoing assessment that answers your

questions. Teaching Strategies GOLD" online helps us plan for each child and ensure
that every child is making progress. We know how important these early years are to
children’s success in school and in life. Like you, we want to do everything we can to

give your child a strong foundation for lifelong learning.

There are two parts to this guide. Part 1, “Understanding Assessment,” explains how
assessment enables us to make decisions about what to teach, when to teach it, and
how to plan the right experiences for every child. Part 2, “Using Teaching Strategies
GOLD"® Online,” gives detailed and illustrated instructions to help you find and use
the tools and resources available for all families. You will learn how to upload

your own observations of your child and view the observations and reports
that highlight your child’s development and learning.



Part 1

Understanding

Assessment
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Assessment is the ongoing process we use to find out what every child knows and can do.
It helps us discover each child’s strengths, skills, interests, and needs so we know how to
help every child experience success. Our assessment system also enables us to exchange
information with families so, together, we can ensure that your child is progressing.

The assessment system we use does not involve testing children. We learn about children
by carefully observing what they do and say as they participate in everyday activities

in the classroom. We know that each child is an individual, with different interests,

skills, strengths, and needs. The more we learn about each child, the better we can plan
experiences that are just right: sufficiently challenging and engaging.

What Is Being Assessed and Why?

When assessing children, we observe and nurture the skills and knowledge we want them
to acquire in our program. Assessment, therefore, is closely linked to our curriculum.
To teach effectively, we have to know what to teach, when to teach

particular skills, and how to teach in ways that help each individual

child develop and learn.




Knowing What to Teach

What we teach is guided by 38 objectives that address all aspects of children’s
development and learning. The experiences and learning activities we plan each day are
designed to help children acquire these abilities.

You will no doubt find that the objectives for development and learning are ones that are
also important to you. You have watched your child growing and learning since birth.

Every day you have seen your child developing new abilities, such as

* learning how to relate positively to others and how to control emotions;
« developing physical skills, gaining increasing control of both large
and small muscles;
» acquiring thinking skills, solving problems, and figuring out how things work; or
» understanding the meaning of words and using words to communicate.

From a very early age, your child has been gaining knowledge and skills in
five important content areas:

Literacy: enjoying stories and books, understanding how
print works, learning the alphabet and the sounds of words and letters

Math: comparing sizes and shapes, recognizing patterns, counting
and using numbers

Science and Technology: observing and experimenting to learn about
objects and living things and using tools and technology to do tasks

Social Studies: learning about people—how they live, how they change,
and where they live

The Arts: exploring music, dance, and dramatic play and expressing ideas
with art materials

The 38 objectives for development and learning are based on research, include the
skills and knowledge that predict children’s school success, and are aligned to state
early learning standards. This reassures us—and you—that we are focusing on the most
important skills and knowledge that children need to acquire in the first 5 years of life.

The objectives are organized into 10 areas of development and learning, including 2 for
English- and dual-language learners. Many of the objectives are broken down into 2 or
more smaller objectives called “dimensions.” These dimensions clarify all the skills that
are relevant to each objective. On the next page, you will find a complete list of all the
objectives for development and learning for children from birth through kindergarten.
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10.

11

12.

13.
14.

Regulates own emotions and behaviors
a. Manages feelings

b. Follows limits and expectations

c. Takes care of own needs appropriately

Establishes and sustains positive relationships
a. Forms relationships with adults

b. Responds to emotional cues

c. Interacts with peers

d. Makes friends

Participates cooperatively and constructively in
group situations

a. Balances needs and rights of self and others
b. Solves social problems

Demonstrates traveling skills
Demonstrates balancing skills
Demonstrates gross-motor manipulative skills

Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination
a. Uses fingers and hands
b. Uses writing and drawing tools

Listens to and understands increasingly
complex language

a. Comprehends language

b. Follows directions

Uses language to express thoughts and needs
a. Uses an expanding expressive vocabulary

b. Speaks clearly

c. Uses conventional grammar

d. Tells about another time or place

Uses appropriate conversational and other
communication skills

a. Engages in conversations

b. Uses social rules of language

Demonstrates positive approaches to learning
a. Attends and engages

b. Persists

c. Solves problems

d. Shows curiosity and motivation

e. Shows flexibility and inventiveness in thinking

Remembers and connects experiences
a. Recognizes and recalls

b. Makes connections

Uses classification skills

Uses symbols and images to represent something
not present

a. Thinks symbolically

b. Engages in sociodramatic play

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.
23.

24.
25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

31

32.

33.
34.
35.
36.

37

38.

Demonstrates phonological awareness

a. Notices and discriminates rhyme

b. Notices and discriminates alliteration

c. Notices and discriminates smaller and smaller units
of sound

Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet
a. ldentifies and names letters
b. Uses letter-sound knowledge

Demonstrates knowledge of print and its uses
a. Uses and appreciates books
b. Uses print concepts

Comprehends and responds to books and other texts
a. Interacts during read-alouds and book conversations
b. Uses emergent reading skills

c. Retells stories

Demonstrates emergent writing skills
a. Writes name
b. Writes to convey meaning

Uses number concepts and operations

a. Counts

b. Quantifies

c. Connects numerals with their quantities

Explores and describes spatial relationships and shapes
a. Understands spatial relationships
b. Understands shapes

Compares and measures
Demonstrates knowledge of patterns

Uses scientific inquiry skills

Demonstrates knowledge of the characteristics

of living things

Demonstrates knowledge of the physical properties
of objects and materials

Demonstrates knowledge of Earth’s environment
Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks

Demonstrates knowledge about self

Shows basic understanding of people and how they live
Explores change related to familiar people or places
Demonstrates simple geographic knowledge

Explores the visual arts

Explores musical concepts and expression
Explores dance and movement concepts
Explores drama through actions and language

Demonstrates progress in listening to and
understanding English

Demonstrates progress in speaking English




Deciding When to Teach
When we help children develop these skills and abilities depends on three things:

» what we know about child development,

« what the research shows are realistic (widely held) expectations for children from birth
through kindergarten, and

« what we learn about each child’s abilities.

Teaching Strategies GOLD" uses a color-coded system to show the widely held
expectations for children from birth through kindergarten.

Eﬁ e —

Birth to 1to 2to Preschool 3 Pre-K 4 Kindergarten
lyear 2 years 3 years

These color bands appear for each objective to show what step we can expect children

to be at for each age group or class/grade. The example that follows shows the steps
(progressions) for one objective under cognitive development: “Uses classification skills.”
Under each step, there are examples of what a child might do or say. These examples help
us know what to look for when deciding what step a child has reached.
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Objective 13 Uses classification skills

4

6

8

Matches similar objects

« Puts one sock with another
sock

« Gathers all the vehicles from
a shelf

« Picks out and eats only the
animal crackers

« Puts only blue pegs in
pegboard; leaves red and
yellow pegs to the side

Places objects in two or more
groups based on differences
in a single characteristic, e.g.,
color, size, or shape

« Puts all the red beads together
and all the blue beads
together

« Pulls out all the trucks from
the vehicle bin

« |dentifies fabric pieces as
being scratchy or soft

« Puts pictures into piles of
babies, older children, and
grown-ups

Groups objects by one
characteristic; then regroups
them using a different
characteristic and indicates
the reason

« Says, “These buttons are
blue, and these are red”; then
resorts buttons into big and
little

« Points to groups of animals
and says, “These are zoo
animals and these are farm
animals”; then sorts the
zoo animals into those with
stripes and those without

Groups objects by more than
one characteristic at the same
time; switches sorting rules
when asked, and explains the
reasons

« Organizes a sticker collection
into groups and subgroups
and explains why and how;
then creates a new grouping
when the teacher makes a
suggestion

« Creates four piles of shapes:
big red triangles, small red
triangles, big blue triangles,
small blue triangles. Switches

stripes when asked to form two
groups of all the big and small
triangles

You will see that the color bands are uneven in length and often overlap. This is because
children develop at different rates, and this wide span of development and learning is
perfectly normal. It is, therefore, not realistic to expect all children of a given age or class to
be at the same point in development and learning at the same time. For example, in reviewing
the widely held expectations of the progressions for classification, we learn the following:

» Between 1 and 3 years of age (the orange and yellow bands), children typically
begin matching similar objects, the first step in this progression. One child may
be 12 and another almost 3 when each one develops this skill. We would not
expect to see any evidence of this ability for a child below 1 year of age (the red
color band).

» The second step, placing objects in two or more groups based on one

difference, is a skill we can expect to see in children between 3 and 4 years old
(the green and blue color bands).

» Some 4-year-old children may be at the third step. They are able to group
objects one way, then change to another grouping, and tell us what they did in
words. We would expect children in kindergarten to be at this step (the purple
color band), and many will be at the last step in the progression.




Planning the Right Experiences

How we teach and support children’s development and learning involves determining what
each child knows and can do, and using the teaching strategies in our curriculum to plan
the right experiences and activities each day. For example, depending on the children’s age
and what we learn about each child, we would offer the following types of experiences to
promote children’s skills in classification:

» Provide materials that are safe for infants and toddlers to explore using all their
senses and talk about the characteristics: “That block is smooth and hard.”
“You like rolling that big red ball.”

» Model sorting and classifying: “Let’s pick up all the cars and put them in this basket.”

* Play sorting games with familiar objects, such as sorting different colored
blocks or organizing a collection of buttons or bottle caps.

» Sort a collection of objects into categories according to two characteristics and
have children guess how we decided to group the objects. Then have children
sort the objects, so we have to guess the children’s categories.

Because the experiences we plan for children depend on what they already know and what
they are ready to learn, ongoing assessment plays an important role in our program.

10



How Assessment Works

When we say that Teaching Strategies GOLD® online is an authentic, ongoing, and
observation-based assessment system, it means we

observe your child during regular, everyday activities;

document what we see and hear by taking notes, collecting samples of your child’s
drawings and writing attempts, or taking photos, audio recordings, or video clips;

exchange information with you to gain a more complete picture of what your child
knows and can do;

compare the information collected to research-based, widely held expectations for
children of similar ages or grades; and

use the information to plan experiences that support your child’'s learning and meet
individual needs, both at home and at school.

11



Observing What Children Do and Say

The most authentic way to discover what children know and can do is to observe them
as they participate in daily activities in the program. Like you, we observe children all the
time. The observations we do for assessment are more intentional. We are watching and
listening to gain information on specific aspects of their development and learning.

The 38 objectives for development and learning give us a focus for our
observations. During everyday experiences, we take note of what children do
and say. Here are a few examples of this kind of intentional observation:

» During mealtimes with a group of 4-year-olds, we always sit and talk with the
children. We note when a child is able to engage in conversations of at least
three exchanges (Objective 10a, “Engages in conversations™), and when the
child regularly seeks to play with one or two other children (Objective 2d,
“Makes friends").

* When we read books to the children, we observe to find out whether children
are able to respond to questions about the story (Objective 18a, “Interacts
during read-alouds and book conversations™) and whether children are able to
retell a familiar story using pictures as cues (Objective 18c, “Retells stories™).

* In the Toys and Games area, we might observe a child stringing colored
beads in a simple repeated pattern, such as red, blue, red, blue (Objective 23,
“Demonstrates knowledge of patterns™) and then accurately counting the beads
and announcing, “I have 18 beads on my necklace” (Objective 20a, “Counts”).

We observe children over time and at different periods of the day to be sure we capture
an accurate picture of what each child knows and can do. With your access to Teaching
Strategies GOLD" online, you will be able to add your own observations to help us create a
more complete picture of your child’'s development and learning.

12



Keeping Track of What We See and Hear
To ensure that we have a record of what we observe, we

* keep written notes of what children do and say and date each note;
» collect samples of children’s work, such as drawings and writing;

» take photographs of children’s constructions or artwork or examples of how they are
demonstrating a particular skill;

* sometimes capture a child's actions on video or what a child says with an audio recording; and

« use checklists to note when children have demonstrated certain abilities, such as how
a child throws and catches a ball or what letters a child can identify.

The examples of what your child knows and can do are kept in a portfolio that we can
share with you via Teaching Strategies GOLD" online. This portfolio is a secure place; only
you, your child’s teacher, the program administrator, and anyone else whom the three of
you authorize are able to access your child's portfolio items.

Exchanging Information With Families

No one knows your child better than you do. To have a complete picture of each child’s
strengths, needs, interests, and abilities, communication with families is essential. There
are many ways we might exchange information.

When you enroll your child in our program, we are eager to hear about your hopes and
dreams for your child, your child’s past experiences and special interests, and any insights
you can share to help us understand and get to know your child. Teaching Strategies
GOLD’ online allows you to communicate directly with the teachers and to add your own
observations and documentation of what your child knows and can do.

If your child is learning English as a second language, or learning another language,
we want to support your child in strengthening both languages. We will provide you
with a short “Home Language Survey" to help us get to know your child’s abilities in
understanding and speaking a second language.

Throughout the year, we will set up family conferences so we can meet with you and
review your child’'s accomplishments and progress. We will provide you with a report that
highlights what your child is able to do in different areas of development and learning.
The conference is an opportunity for us to share our observations, look over samples

of your child’'s work, and hear what you are observing about your child’'s progress. We
will plan together how we can support your child’s development and learning at home
and at school. Teaching Strategies GOLD" online invites families to communicate and
share information about their children, and offers a rich selection of activities designed
specifically for each child that can be used at home.

13



Examining Progress

We regularly review the information we have collected in each child’s portfolio to determine
what step a child has reached in the progression for each objective. We know what reasonable
expectations are for each objective and dimension, and where most children of a particular
age-group or class/grade are likely to be at the beginning or end of a program year.

As stated earlier, children develop at very different rates, and there is a wide range that
can be considered typical development for any age group or grade. We use the information
we have collected to decide which step best describes the child’s skills, knowledge, and
behavior related to each objective. We ask ourselves two questions:

* Isthe child making progress?
» s the child performing within widely held expectations? If not, why?

There might be several reasons a child is behind what is expected. It could be that the child
has not had sufficient experiences to develop the skill or understanding. In that case, we
know we have to give more attention to providing the support the child needs. It may also
indicate that a more in-depth assessment may be necessary to identify what is preventing
the child from progressing.

Summarizing and Using What We Learn

The last step in the assessment process is summarizing what we have learned about each
child’s progress on all the objectives, and then using the information to plan for each child
and for the group of children. Because Teaching Strategies GOLD"® online covers all areas
of development and learning, we have a complete picture of every child. We know where a
child’s development and learning is progressing as expected, and what areas need more
focus and attention. We will share a “Development and Learning Report” with you online
that summarizes what your child’s knowledge and skills currently are, and where you can
expect your child to go next.

The activities we offer children each day can be adapted based on what we know of each
child’s abilities. We can modify any activity to make it simpler or more complex so all
children can participate successfully. This is the great value of our assessment system.
It not only connects to our curriculum, it also offers families access to many easy-to-use
activities at home that are designed to address each child’s level of development and
learning. If there are activities that we think are just right for you to use with your child at
home, we will share them with you online.

14



Part 2

Using
Teaching Strategies -

GOLD’ Online




Now that you know how ongoing assessment helps us support your child’s development
and learning, we want to introduce you to Teaching Strategies GOLD"® online, where you
will have access to rich information about your child’s development and learning. Being
online makes it easy for us to share observation notes, pictures, and other meaningful
information with you. Whenever you access Teaching Strategies GOLD" online, you create
an opportunity to be right there with us in the classroom! We hope you take some time to
explore and learn about all the exciting features of the system.

This section of the guide walks you through all the features available to families. You will
see screenshots alongside descriptive text that will guide you through online navigation.
Part 2 consists of

Getting Started: how to log in to Teaching Strategies GOLD" online (page 16);

Sharing Documentation: how to view documentation we have shared and create
documentation of your own (page 20);

Communicating: how to review messages and access reports (page 22);

Activities: how to access developmentally appropriate activities that you can use at home
(page 27); and

Accessing the Support and Resources Library: how to access support articles and how-
to videos (page 29).

You can also learn about Teaching Strategies GOLD" online through these online videos.

Getting Started

Your “golden ticket” to Teaching Strategies GOLD"® online arrives in an e-mail invitation.
Here is how you can accept the invitation and set up your account:

* When you receive the e-mail invitation, click the Web site link in the body of the
message, which will take you to the Accept this Invitation screen:

ﬁl Teachingstrategies' GOLD Quick Access Become a Member Member Sign In Blog Community
for Early Childhood

Accept this Invitation

Welcome, Bob!

Tim has invited you to learn more about what Brad is doing in the dlassroom, as well as explore all of the resources on child development available at Teaching Strategies
GOLD.

To accept this invitation, please select an option below:
Existing Users: If you already have a username and password, please |ogin.

New Users: Reqister

16



« Toset up an account with TeachingStrategies.com, click the “Register” link next
to “New Users.”

» Create a username and password, set up three security questions, and provide
other personal information.

« If you already have an account with TeachingStrategies.com, click the “log in”
link near “Existing Users."

Log In Information

P Username

P Password P Pesse Ratype Your Password

P Securty Question 1:

P Securty Response 1:
P Securty Question 2
P Securty Response 2
P Securty Question 3:
(=]
P Securty Response 3:

Once you have set up your account, you will be able to return to Teaching Strategies GOLD" online:
« Visit TeachingStrategies.com.

« Click GOLD Quick Access  at the top of the screen:

| e

il Tmh'ngstrategies. GOLD Quick Access Become a Member Member Sign In Bleg Community
for Early Childhood

Curriculum Assessment "’:::_"“;‘::_‘:( Famity Connection Bookshop Search m

Photo. Video. Audio. Text. “

The Creative =
44017 » Curnculum A

Teaching Strategies GOLD Documentation App
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Logging in with your username and password will take you to the Teaching Strategies
GOLD" online Family Home Page.

The Family Home Page

Family Site for Bob Morgar

.ITmhthtrategig Teaching Strategies GOLD"
Dashocard

DOCUMENTATION | COMMUNICATION m

Family Home Page

Click the arows below for updates on Toaching Strategies GOLD® Leave GOLD Go To

TeachngSiraieges com
¥ NEW! Family E-mail Digest | 0ct. 3, 2012 Deshboard
Hoakarcp
Peolessiunal Development

My froffe. GOLD Language
PreforencesMi resefa
Frelerencias de diorn GOLD

LIp0

* Find updates listed in bold under “Family Home Page.”
« Click to access the Support and Resources Library.

+ Click .ITW‘"‘smnﬁeﬂf to access the Teaching Strategies member Dashboard to
update your profile.

oo | oo WO rnowe
» Place your cursor on or to access

shared information from teachers or to add observation notes of your own.
+ Click - to return to the Family Home Page from any screen.

« Click - to log out of Teaching Strategies GOLD" online.

18



Teaching Strategies Member Dashboard

The Dashboard is where you can manage your online account settings.

'I‘I‘huhingﬁtmtegles‘

M Fubm 0 R PAH

DASHBOARD HaARETPLACE COMMUNTIES WY PROFILE

GOLD\ | Bob's Communications

Aot GOLD Py Sto
Welcome to the new ;
ngz:hbﬂi':ﬂ o * Wouhave dnew e 159 i GOLD Comimunicalion

Wicome, et Barpet Logout

Resources

Dane Trvter Dodges Wakcoma
1o Tascting Sinblsgeas GOLDY
Inirpguchon fy Teacning
Srppgiey GOLD

\nzra | Coniwet U | Precacy Pelcy
Cogyriget © 2000-201) Teazhing Sirshegien, LLE
g

s 1l Ui Wil e mgpafos pout agresewsd (1 Sees Teies of Ui

« Click to track orders placed on TeachingStrategies.com.

« Click m to communicate with other TeachingStrategies.com users by
adding your own posts or commenting on other users’ posts in our online community.

* Place your cursor on to access the options for updating your account
information. You can update your personal information, limit the e-mails you receive

from Teaching Strategies, set your preferred language to English or Spanish, reset your
password, reset your security questions, or change your username.

Under the MY PROFILE tab, select Edit My Profile and scroll down to “GOLD Preferences”:

Select Yes to receive only one daily
e-mail alerting you to shared documentation
instead of receiving an e-mail every time
documentation is shared.

Select Spanish to set your preferred
language for Teaching Strategies GOLD"®
online to Spanish. The default choice is English.

W
Click GOLD\ to return to Teaching
Strategies GOLD"® online.

GOLD Preferences

Famity Members: Receive any shared documentation or messages

from your child’s teacher in one daity e-mail digest.

Yes No

Select language preference for viewing the GOLD Site.

English [ C | Spanish
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Sharing Documentation

Sharing your own observations of your child helps us learn more about your child’s

development and learning. Place your cursor on

the following options:

Add Documentation: enter observation notes or upload pictures or videos.

View Documentation: view your own notes, pictures, or videos or those that we

have shared with you.

Search Documentation: search for specific notes, pictures, or videos by date

observed or keyword.

Forms: view forms that contain information we have collected about your child’'s
alphabet, number, and shape recognition.

Adding Documentation
« Select your child under
Identify Children.

» Select the date that the note, picture,
or video took place under Date.

» Ifyou are adding a note, type it into
the text box under Notes.

* Ifyou are adding a picture, video,
or another type of media file,
click BROWSE to upload the file
from your computer.

* Click SAVE to add your documentation.

+  We will have instant access to the
documentation that you add to
the system.

Add Documentation

Identify Children (s=iect children)

Alexa Morgan =

Date
03/14/2013

=

R T =R

A panied a piclung using only Diue pant and 380§ was & pldune of oo RiGus s

painting.jpg
Tyea in & Tele/Coption
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Viewing Documentation

. Select to View documentation
that we have shared with you or to
View, Edit, or Delete documentation
that you have added. (Note: you will
receive an e-mail and a message in
Teaching Strategies GOLD" online when
documentation is shared with you.)

s wnal b g b e i B wea fTha wad dleveamts Ty
Bagust Ben ety | il 12 g0 clbar i

»  Click print to print documentation.

[ Faariary W, T S v fu g g

» Click roF to save documentation to your
computer as a PDF file.

Searching Documentation

» Search for your favorite documentation
by Keyword, Date Observed, Children, Saarch Documantation
and/or Author.
r—
paing
030120 r"' SCETTT TR
1 wnliscted >
ﬁl;l Hama: Bob
Lt Maamee. Morigan
CSURRIT |
Forms
*  When we share access to the “Alphabet Recoanizes Letirs rtoe Lafiora Leter.
AT N 5‘} d
KnOWIedge’ SpanISh Alphabet Uppercase  Lowercase Uppercase | Lowercase cﬂ.ﬁ:ecﬁun
Knowledge,” "Number Concepts,” or A
“Shapes” formS you WI” be able tO 1002010 | MA2Me | HAze10 | 2010 10122010
access them by se|ecting the name of the B | jomezot0 | 10202010 | 10202010 10082010 | 1000812010
form from the DOCUMENTATION tab ¢ 100082010 | 1040872010 | 10/08/2010 | 104082010 | 10/08/2010
* These forms show the date when your D | towazoto | 10082010 | 10082010 | 10082010 | 10/08/2010
child was observed recognizing, writing, £
. i . 10082010 | 1040872010 | 10/08/2010 | 1040872010
or making connections to various i

letters, numbers, and shapes.
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Communicating

Staying in touch with us about your child’s development and learning helps create a more
complete picture of your child’s progress and builds a strong home—-school partnership.

Place your cursor on to reveal the following options:

Compose Message: send us messages and/or pictures and videos.
View Messages: browse all messages sent to and from us.

Search Messages: look for specific messages.

Family Conference Forms: view any shared conference forms.
Development & Learning Reports: view any shared outcome reports.

Calendar: view any upcoming classroom and/or school events.

Composing Messages

» Select your Child, and under Send
Message To choose the teacher(s) to
whom you are sending the message.

* Add a Subject.

+ Type your message into the box

Compose Message
Alexa Uargaﬂm

= Wendy Gaer Primany Teacher)
¥ Belh Sampaon (Aasistant Tescher)

Algxn Counisd ia Tan

under Body.

+ Click BROWSE to add a picture, video,
or other media file.

* Click SEND MESSAGE when you are
ready to send.

SEHD MESSAGE
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Viewing Messages

Select to View/Reply to a

message, or to Archive a message.

Use the options under | Change View +

to narrow your search.

Searching Messages

Search for your favorite messages by
Keyword, Children, whether the messages
are linked to Family Conference Forms or

Documentation, Status, and Archives status.

View Messages

Cusrnmt View
AR Messages Sar Abdxa Mangan
Categotes: All

Crasgs Ve v

Bhapenl Bncumrnibon loe TR | daminy 24, 203 1097 am
Lisaile witat Adsin did bestad
[ Responsss]

Rt =

Alax Traey's Family Centamenen Eaem fos Wintat 201000010 | Novembie  [Eden «

A, 2002, 1427 am
Check cut for family confrannce formy Ploase revira bedore our ting

Search Messages

Keyword
Paint

Children:
|Se|ect from list v|

Limit to messages linked to
™ Family Conference Forms
' Documentation

Status:
All

Archives:
¥ Show Archived Messages

SUBMIT
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The “Family Conference Form”

In preparation for a conference, we may Family Conference Forms for Alexa Morgan
share a “Family Conference Form” that you

can review prior to the meeting. You will be Date Action

able to access the form by clicking “View” ez View

next to the conference date. (Note: you will 11162010 | View

receive an e-mail and a message in Teaching

Strategies GOLD"® online when a form is
shared with you.)

* Your child’s growing abilities are listed on the form alongside observation notes in the
“Describe this child's strengths...” sections of the form.

» The“Plan for this child’'s development & learning” section includes some of the ways
we can support your child’s development and learning together. Additional strategies
will be discussed and added during the conference.

- Click [Pt to print the form.

+ Click to save the form to your computer as a PDF file.

Family Conference Form for Alexa Morgan

Date: 107192012  Chilkd's Mame: Akea korgan
Family Msmbsr(s): Bookiorgan  Teached[s): Wendy G=er

Descrine fils chilld's strengihs In soclal-emalional, piysical, language, and cognifke deelopment:

= Alea and anofer chilld nad a book fogefmer. Joske held the book e right way and fumed e pages carmacily. Jenmy
was 3sking guestions 35 Joske explaln some of e fages.

» Alea coloned and s3ld, ook 3t my ned dogs!”

t5 bagiming 1o hald drawing and Writing 10ols by LESing 2 Snee-point finger grip but M3y hold T ISiEment 00 Close i one
end

Respands appropriziely to spectic woosbulary and slmple sisemants, questions, and storkes
Flicws Sl requesss nol accompanied by gestures

Engages In corversations of 2 lasst e exnhanges

Uses acoaptable language and sockal nules whike comAunicating W oiners; May nesd remingsrs
Sustaing work on age-approprite, Inmeresting tesks: can Ignore most distractions and Intermuptions
i5 begiining to plan and pursus 3 varkly of proprisel challnging tzsks

Descrie fils chik's Sengms kaming IRST3Cy and mam.
MAZACES DegInaing SOUNGS T SOME WOrds
is baginning ¥ kierify and rame 11-30 upper- and 11-20 kwanczse kliers when presented In random onder

Pretencs o resd, recling Enguage Bt clesaly MEiches e ied on &30 page and using Teading-Ike Intonation

Fian for ks chilkd's development & leaming:
St Ak T

= Begin fo sustaln afentlon o tasks or prajects over time (days o wesks); refum fo acivities afier Inferruptions
« Describe and kel e use of many tamiliar Rems

Teather(s) Siramre(s). Family Membear(s) Sigratre(s):
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The “Development and Learning Report”

The “Development and Learning Report” summarizes
your child’s progress. When we share a “Development
and Learning Report,” you will be able to access it by -~ Date of report
clicking “View" next to the report date. Alexa Morgan | January 24, 2013 | View

Development and Learning Reports

Teaching Strategies GOLD® Development and Learning Report
Date. 1/24/2013

Child: Alexa Morgan

Area of Development and Learning: Language

Period: Spring 2011/2012

This report highlights your child's strengths in particular areas of development and l2aming.

Currently, Alexa:

Responds appropriately fo specific vocabulary and simple stalements, questions, and stories
Foliows directions of two or more steps that relsts to famiiar objects and expenences
Is beginning to describe and tel the use of many familiar tems.

5 Understood Dy MOS? penpie; MEY MSHroNOUNGCE NEWw, IBNg, or UnUsual words
I8 beginning to use three- to four-word sentences; may omit 2ome words or use some words incormecty

s beginning to tell stories about other times and places that have a logacal order and that include major detais

Engages in conversations of at keasi three exchanges

s beginning to use acceptabl language and social rules whie communicating with others; may need reminders

Next Alexa will:

= Begin to respond appropriately to complex statements, questions, vocabulary, and stonies

» Begin to follow detailed, instructional, muttistep directions

= Describe and tell the use of many familiar items

= Begin o pronounce multisyllabic or unusual words correctly

= Use three- o four-word senlences, may omit some words or use some words incorrectly

# Tell stories about other times and places that have a logical order and that include major details
= Begin to engage in complex, lengthy conversations (five or more exchanges)

» Use acceptable language and social rules while communicating with others: may need reminders

For each area of development and learning, your child’s current knowledge, skills, and
behaviors are listed under “Currently, [your child's name].” When we share activities,

you will be able to access those by clicking the link under “Recommended Activity.” Your
child’s next knowledge, skills, and behaviors are listed under “Next [your child’s name] will.”
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Calendar

We can place classroom events or
meetings on your Teaching Strategies
GOLD"’ online calendar.

« Select the event on the calendar to
access more information.

Newsletter

Every week or month, we will e-mail you a
newsletter. This newsletter will keep you
informed of the current classroom study
topic or focus, and will contain information
about upcoming events.
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Activities
One of the most exciting features of the Family Site is keeping up with what is happening in

your child’s classroom and having access to activities you can use with your child at home.
Place your cursor on to reveal the following options:

Weekly Planning Forms: view weekly classroom plans that we have shared with you.

Activities: view and search through activities that we have shared with you.

The “Weekly Planning Form”

If we share a “Weekly Planning Form,” you will be

View Weelkdy Planning Forms for Alexa Morgan

able to access it by clicking “View" next to the form

name. This is a great way for you to see what has been

happening in the classroom.

* The date and study topic/project name are listed

at the top of the form.

Bukdngs

Buiings

Srudy [ Progent | Facos.  Wsel

GNTEATIS

AW

» Below each day of the week are the different events of the day.

» Click the name of an activity in orange to access its family version.

Interest Areas

Large Group

Week of: Mar 18, 2013

Weekly Planning Form

Monday

Blocks: foam blods

Cramatic Flay:
‘Construction hats

Toys & Games: blods

Library: Add Books
-about Buildings

Sand & Water: boats

‘Cutdoors: inflatable
balls

- Hellz Song
Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensions:
None

Study/Project: Buildings

Tuesday
Blocks: fosm blodks
Toys & Games: blodks

Library: Add Books
about Buildings

Sand & Water. boats

Cutdeors: inflatable
balls

= Building
Responsibility

Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensiens: 1&,
3a, Bk, 91, 11k,
12b, 29, 1c, S58b,
S9a

= Reading to Shars

Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensiens: 2s,
2c, 28, 83, Ba,
10a, 11a, 12b,
17b, 18a, 29, 1
S&a, S9a, 510a,

Wednesday
Blocks: fosm blods
Toys & Games: blodks

Art: Construction
Materials

Library: Add Books
about Buildings

Sand & Water: boats

Outdoors: inflatable
balls

- Hello Song
Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensicns:
None

- Reading to Share

Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensions: 23,
2c, 2a, 88, Ba,
10a, 118, 12b,
17b, 188, 29, 1c,
S8a, 59a, 510a,
517b, S18a

Teacher{s): Wendy Gaer, Beth Sampson

Thursday
Blogks: fosm blods
Toys & Games: blodks

Library: Add Books
abeout Buildings

Sand & Water: boats

‘Outdoors: inflatsble
balls

= Adlive Listening

Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensions: 1a,
2c, 2b, Ba, SBa

Friday
Blocks: fosm blodks
Toys & Games: blodes

Library: Add Books
about Buildings

Sand & Water: boats

Cutdoors: inflatable
balls

- Active Listening

Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensiens: 13,
2g, 2b, 83, S58a

= Hello Song
Notes:

Objectives /
Dimensions:
MNone

517b, 5188

Small GFOI..IP + Getting To Know » Look at My Day = Getting To Know = Getting To Know * Lock at My Day
You Notes: You You Notes:
Description: Description: Description:
Desoibe the Objectives / Desoibe the Desaibe the Objectives /
activity... Notes: Dimensiens: 18, sctivity... Notes: activity... Notes: Dimensiens: 18,
Make sure you 2a, 5d, 8b, 9a, Make sure you Make sure you 2a, 9d, 8b, 9a,
have the CO ready 10a, 123, 28, have the CO ready have the CD ready 10a, 12a, 28,

27




Shared Activities

Teaching Strategies GOLD"® online offers a wide range of
developmentally appropriate activities that help children

Shared Activities for Alexa Morgan

develop the skills and knowledge related to all the Activity Action

objectives for development and learning. When we share
an activity, you will be able to access it by clicking “View"

next to the activity name.

Each selected activity is designed to
address your child’s knowledge and skills.

« Click to print the form.

« Click to save the form to
your computer as a PDF file.

You can use the search feature to browse
all activities by clicking | View All Activities |
or search for specific activities by typing in
the name of the activity under Keyword.

B-FN-G-0 View
Building Responsibility | “isw
Here's the Plan View

Simon Says View

(IR -]

1 b il s A b [ e of Tha irkg sl ialy Sevarin 7
T b gy e wh s i by 4 b BT

I Fow douy A o P chart o Babow giong wih the srch?

4 Hos awl dors v iplow et St i P mplara|

A sngigrg may ta ilintvabe & paflee 10 By sirgeng 8 eeng The mpebion of o song'y vl Selgs Al
o pahs whal coma ot

« wal ha orlage pace ol papss s e woria b “Bege” Thars wmn 5 e et a dog snd Binge s

g awran BINGD BrEEO BikGO and oo sur g sare o

1 Pyt ping chl i e vl 0 il wheen Mh G ey e 0

T TR AT g3 0] R iy IEREN T TN WA B TR 5O DAY 300 DD 0N RANCH i
1oeing ek T Farw B NGO

T S v wovh 50 Pl Alead Fars the fone 36T e woris Pt 10758 000 CRAT IS 3 HRg

& Gy Tha sk el Rt e e Pars. SRCh i TR b e e dy S0 g
aTH e b i B rd

5 Dronsigh Aleas 16 bid e sing Sl deiads whal By sgtos el b

§ Ercoursge her oo tesch B 1oeg and Sod roewsests o 8 tevrly et @ Sl

Activity Library Search

To limit your results, use the form below.

Keyword

SUBMIT
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Accessing the Support and Resources Library

In the Support and Resources Library, you will find videos that explain how to navigate the
online system, as well as articles and support documents. Family members can access
the library from any screen in Teaching Strategies GOLD" online by clicking - in the
top right corner of their screen. The library will then appear in a pop-up window:

Help
Search By Keyword

Browse By Topic
[*] Overview of Teaching Strategies GOLD®
[*] Getting Started

[*] Resources for Families

Learn more about the Objectives for Development and Learning
Printable Resources (3 items)

Resources for Spanish-Speaking Teachers (1 item)

Supporting Spanish-Speaking Families (1 item)

Resources to Share with Families (4 items)

Video Tutorials (1 item)

Contact Teaching Strategies (1 item)

« Click [*I next to the topics under Browse By Topic to view additional support items:
— “Overview of Teaching Strategies GOLD"" provides more information about the
topics explained in part 1 of this guide.
- “Getting Started” gives you navigation resources.
— “Resources for Families” includes articles written by early childhood experts.

« “Learn More about the Objectives for Development and Learning” is where you can
listen to audio clips or watch video clips about how your child’'s teacher uses Teaching
Strategies GOLD" online.

«  “Video Tutorials” offers a video tutorial on how to use the online features available to families.

« “Contact Teaching Strategies” is the best way for you to get in touch with a support
representative who can help you with any technical questions or problems.

» Use the Search By Keyword feature to find any of the resources on this site.
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Conclusion

We hope A Family Guide to Teaching Strategies GOLD® has answered your questions
about what your child is learning and how we use ongoing assessment to support your
child’s development and learning. Your involvement in this process—sharing your own
observations of your child and reviewing the observations we share with you—will give all
of us aricher and more accurate picture of your child’s

growing abilities. The resources you have access to will help you find new ways to promote
your child’'s development and learning at home.

It always takes time to learn to use a new system. Choose the features of Teaching
Strategies GOLD" online that interest you the most and explore those first. And keep in
mind the support resources that are built into the system:

« Overview of Teaching Strategies GOLD" online
* Video Tutorials

For Teaching Strategies GOLD" online technical support, call 800.637.3652, option 4, or
e-mail Implementation@TeachingStrategies.com.

We look forward to a wonderful partnership that will enable your child to develop the skills
and knowledge to be successful in school and in life. Thank you for joining us!
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ﬁl TeachingStrategies’

Objectives for
Development & Learning

Social-Emotional

Regulates own emotions and behaviors

Establishes and sustains positive relationships

Participates cooperatively and constructively

in group situations

Ihﬁ}l /
e

-

(SIS

Physical

Demonstrates traveling skills

Demonstrates balancing skills

Demonstrates gross-motor
manipulative skills

7. Demonstrates fine-motor strength
and coordination

Language

8.

Listens to and understands increasingly

complex language
. Uses language to express thoughts and needs

10. Uses appropriate conversational and other communication skills

Cognitive

11. Demonstrates positive approaches

to learning

12. Remembers and connects experiences
j i 13. Uses classification skills
14,

. Uses symbols and images to represent
something not present

Literacy

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

Demonstrates phonological awareness
Demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet

Demonstrates knowledge of print
and its uses

Comprehends and responds to books
and other texts

Demonstrates emergent writing skills

31

Mathematics

k]

ﬁ 20. Uses number concepts and operations
o 5 21. Explores and describes spatial

L ﬁ relationships and shapes

23. Demonstrates knowledge of patterns

b i
R
e e ° 22. Compares and measures
@ &

Science and Technology .

27.

28.

Uses scientific inquiry skills
Demonstrates knowledge of the characteristics of living things

Demonstrates knowledge of the physical properties of objects
and materials

Demonstrates knowledge of Earth’s environment

Uses tools and other technology to perform tasks

Social Studies

29. Demonstrates knowledge about self

30. Shows basic understanding of people
and how they live

31. Explores change related to familiar
people or places

32. Demonstrates simple geographic knowledge

The Arts

33.
34.
35.
36.

Explores the visual arts
Explores musical concepts and expression
Explores dance and movement concepts

Explores drama through actions and language

English Language Acquisition

37.

38.

Demonstrates progress in listening to and understanding English

Demonstrates progress in speaking English
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