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             December 2011 Program Highlights


What about Homework?
Homework is a typical expectation for children in elementary school. But is homework a good thing for four- and five-year-old children? Certainly reinforcing learning at home is always useful. Homework doesn’t have to be what you remember as a child from your own school experience. It can be activities for you and your child to complete together so that it not only helps your child’s learning but also reinforces the relationship between you and your child. Homework should be relevant to your child’s emerging interests and skills and be short, interesting, fun, and low pressure. 

Some homework will require children to bring something back to the center; others might have the expectation for verbal reporting to the group; still others may be entirely for personal enrichment with no reporting expected. The kind of homework that you might see at a Bright Horizons preschool or kindergarten might include:  

· Ask your parent to read you a book tonight. Copy the name of the book and bring it in tomorrow.  

· Bring in one item that starts with the letter “C” in a bag. You and your parent can write down three clues to help us figure out what you have in your bag. For example, “It is orange; it is a vegetable; and it is eaten by rabbits.”

· Write three different colors that leaves can be. Collect and bring in a leaf of each color.  

· Count the number of cans in your kitchen cupboard/press.    

· Take home a favorite soft toy/stuffed animal from your homebase. You and your parent can write a few sentences about its adventures over the weekend with you.  

In preschool, your child will probably only receive homework occasionally. In kindergarten, homework is a regular activity sent home weekly or biweekly. As the school year progresses, homework typically becomes more challenging. Some kindergarten children may be reading and can borrow easy reader books that they can read to their family members.  

There are other resources which you can use to reinforce children’s learning at home.  

· If your child is in preschool and you haven’t already received them, ask your child’s teacher or Director about the READY for SCHOOL Family Activity Cards which contain lots of activities to reinforce reading, writing, arithmetic and responsibility at home.   

· You can also consult the World at Their Fingertips parent website for learning activities at home, http://families.brighthorizons.com  and then click on Learning at Home Ideas.    

There are lots of pulls on your time as a family and you may sometimes decide that cuddling or riding bikes together takes precedent over “homework.” As a parent, you get to make those choices. The most important learning is communicating to your child that he or she matters to you and that is communicated through the time spent together.         


Choosing Summer Day Camps Already?
In many parts of the nation, snow is still on the ground and locating matching mittens is the morning norm. But before you know it, it will be time to trade those snowsuits for swimsuits and snowballs for beach balls. Many parents have learned that it's never too early to begin researching summer camp options for their children (especially since some camps begin taking applications as early as February).

Here are some important questions to ask when choosing a summer day camp for your child(ren):

· What are the hours of operation?

· What are the camp’s opening and closing dates? 

· What is the deadline for submitting applications?

· What is the tuition and registration fee?

· What is included in the tuition: transportation, meals, insurance, special trips, entrance fees, health services, use of equipment? Ask the camp director to itemize any services for which an additional fee is required.

· Are there systems or methods for keeping track of each child and making sure every camper receives attention and care?

· What activities does the camp offer for campers in my child’s age group?

· What is the daily routine?

· Are there field trips, enrichment activities, or sports opportunities?

· Are there some parents I can call for references?

· How are camp counselors and other staff members hired?

· What are their qualifications and experiences?

· What background checks do they undergo?

· What is the ratio between staff and campers?

· How do parents receive information about what their child is doing?

· How can parents contact the camp during the camp day?

· Is the environment inviting, exciting, and fun, but also warm and nurturing?

To view this article in its entirety, please visit www.brighthorizons.com/efamily-new/articles.

Bright Horizons Family Solutions®, Bright Horizons®, and College Coach® are all registered trademarks owned by Bright Horizons LLC. Bright Space® is a registered trademark of the Bright Horizons Foundation for Children.


















Come get


“Snowed In”


With us





January 19th





Wear your pajamas to school.


Stop by our cookie decorating station to make a special treat with your child.








Important Dates to Note





1/5: Wear your favorite sports apparel


1/10: Hat Day


1/16: Center closed


1/17: Parent Partnership meeting


1/19: “Snowed In” event


1/20: Opposite Day


1/23: Information session on TSG


1/30: Kazoo Day





The Giving Tree provides an opportunity for the parents and children to purchase an item for a child that is less fortunate.  We also hosted a coat drive that benefitted the Salvation Army.
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Here are some highlights from our classrooms last month: 





The infants painted seasonal gifts, including plastic ornaments and wooden snowflakes, for their parents, They used their senses to explore different colors and textures.





Last month, the toddlers had fun moving about to music in the Movement Gallery. They played instruments to the beat, waved scarves above their heads, and practiced jumping up and down. Many of the toddlers enjoy exploring the space on wooden scooters.





The preschoolers learned about the diversity of holiday celebrations.  They engaged in games such as “Dreidel, Dreidel” and “Hanukah Hop.”  They also shared in reading books about Christmas, Hanukah, Kwanzaa, and Diwali.  One of their favorite activities was using the light tables and magnetic tiles to build a city of lights.








Looking for ways to instill the spirit of giving in your children? Sign up for our weekly parenting newsletter, e-family news, and have early childhood experts deliver parenting tips and strategies to your inbox each week.  Visit � HYPERLINK "https://mybrightmail.brighthorizons.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=a784bb23f92141ffb093583414990ca1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.brighthorizons.com%2fefamily-news%2fsubscribe" \t "_blank" �http://www.brighthorizons.com/efamily-news/subscribe� to sign up today.
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